
















 

 

 

DES MOINES, Wash. -- Along Pacific Highway South in Des Moines, a large hotel is 
slowly taking shape. Formerly dubbed the Artemis Hotel, it will eventually become a Four 
Points Sheraton. It will feature 225 rooms, an award-winning restaurant and a large 
banquet hall. 

The project is led by Yareton Investments, a subsidiary of a Shanghai-based real estate 
company. 

The $45 million project is funded largely through a federal EB-5 program, an effort to 
encourage foreign investment by offering green cards in exchange for $500,000 or more in 
capital. As outlined by KING 5's media partner the Seattle Times, EB-5 projects 
have become very popular recently. 

They have also been the target of Unite Here Local 8. The union filed a complaint with 
Washington's Public Disclosure Commission last week over a trip to Miami paid for by 
Yareton's project manager just weeks before the EB-5 application was approved. 

EB-5 applications are handled by U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services and must 
meet a series of criteria in order to move forward. 

Unite Here Local 8, which declined to be interviewed, said in a statement it is "engaged in 
efforts to increase accountability and enhance the economic impacts of hotel investments 
made through the EB-5 program." 

Emails included in Local 8's complaint show Yareton project manager Albert Sze paid for 
the flight and hotel accommodations between May 17 and May 20, 2013. 

Sheckler said the trip had nothing to do with the EB-5 process, even though Yareton paid 
for it. In a phone conversation, he said he had been "invited" to go on a trip with Yareton 
executives and more than a dozen other Chinese visitors because he used to live in Miami. 
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"This was not a gift," said Sheckler, "The trip occurred before the EB-5 was approved. It 
had nothing to do with EB-5." 

Sze agreed and, in a phone conversation, said "the 20 people on the trip are all friends." 

He then added his business and Unite Here Local 8 have been at odds since the project 
began and speculated that may be the root cause of the union's complaint. 

Former Seattle and King County ethics board member, and current University of 
Washington professor Pat Dobel, believes Sheckler should have reported the trip to the 
state. 

"He was involved in the lobbying effort on their behalf," Dobel said after reviewing the 
public complaint, "It's led by the business relationship and doesn't qualify as a friendship. 

"Part of this is a perception issue," he continued. "After you've done all this work, then you 
get a reward." 

Sheckler said the trip was far from a reward and hinted it was more trouble than it was 
worth. Nonetheless, he maintains he had no obligation to report the trip. 

The Public Disclosure Commission is investigating. Sheckler is not running for re-election. 
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Jon Ammons

From: Abby Lawlor <abby@unitehere8.org>
Sent: Wednesday, March 25, 2015 12:14 PM
To: PDC
Subject: Complaint of reporting violations
Attachments: Complaint of Reporting Violations.pdf

Importance: High

Hello,  
 
Pursuant to WAC 390‐37‐020, I submit the attached complaint alleging a violation of financial disclosure reporting 
requirements by City of Des Moines Council Member Robert Sheckler. Please contact me if you have any questions 
concerning this submission.  
 
Best,  
 
Abby  
 
Abby Lawlor 
UNITE HERE! Local 8 
 
2800 First Ave. Ste. 3 
Seattle, WA 98121 
(206) 963-6458 
abby@unitehere8.org 
 
www.unitehere8.org 
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