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Preserve Existing Public Comment Period at Regular Meetings  
Administrative Procedures Act Petition per RCW 34.05.330 

Petition for Amendment of WAC 390-12-010 
 
Proposed Change  
 

WAC 390-12-010 
Public disclosure commission—Meetings. 
 
(1) Pursuant to RCW 42.30.075, regular meetings of the public disclosure 

commission are scheduled to be held monthly on the fourth Thursday of each 
month at 9:30 a.m. unless a different time is noted on an agenda, except November 
and December when a combined meeting may be scheduled to be held during the 
first or second week of December. 

(2) Commissioners meet monthly to consider and act on policy matters, 
enforcement matters, rule makings and interpretations, adjudicative proceedings, 
modification requests, agency management, budget, legislative matters, public and 
stakeholder input, education and assistance, and other matters consistent with its 
oversight responsibilities to ensure the agency's mission is fulfilled and to ensure 
compliance with, and equitable and effective enforcement of, the act. All meetings 
are conducted in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act 
(chapter 42.30 RCW) the Administrative Procedure Act (chapter 34.05 RCW), and 
Sturgis Standard Code of Parliamentary Procedure. The passage of any motion 
adopting, amending or repealing any rule, or recommending changes to the act 
shall require a majority vote of the members of the commission as distinguished 
from a quorum of the commissioners.  

(3) At the beginning of regular meetings, no less than 10 minutes will be 
designated as a public comment period. During this time, any member of the public 
may comment on any matter relating to the agency, subject to the following 
restrictions:    

(a) The chair may limit the amount of time that each commenter may speak 
for; and  

(b) The chair may restrict or prohibit public comment that relates to a specific 
enforcement matter; and  

(c) The chair may extend the public comment period beyond 10 minutes but 
is not obligated to do so.  
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Petition Questions & Answers  
 
 
What is the purpose of this petition?  
 
The purpose of this petition is to get the Commission to reconsider its decision to move the 
public comment period from the beginning of regular meetings to the end of regular meetings.  
 
Moving the public comment period to the end of meetings defeats the entire purpose for why 
public comment periods exist. Public comment periods exist so that members of the public can 
have their perspectives considered as part of the agency’s decision-making process. Allowing 
members of the public to provide comments only after the agency’s business has already been 
concluded would serve no legitimate purpose: it would be a waste of time both for 
commenters who speak and for the commissioners who listen.  
 
The decision to move the public comment period to the end of meetings appears to have been 
made without any discussion, without any vote, and without any opportunity for the public to 
provide input. Ending a long-standing agency tradition that dates all the way back to the 1970s 
should at least warrant a brief discussion and a vote.  
 
What are the agency’s stated reasons for moving the public comment period to the end of 
meetings? 
 
The agency provided several reasons to justify its decision. First, concerns that allowing public 
comment at the beginning of meetings would “destroy” the agenda plan and prevent 
commissioners from being able to leave the meeting on time. This rationale is an inadequate 
explanation for the change being made. Very few people take the time to show up and speak 
during the public comment period. In the three years I’ve watched these meetings I think that 
the most commenters to have ever shown up is six. The agency has always dealt with this by 
limiting the amount of time commenters have to speak or moving other items around on the 
agenda as needed. 
 
The agency also expressed concerns that allowing public comment on enforcement matters 
would create the appearance that respondents were not treated fairly by the agency. This 
rationale is an inadequate explanation for the change being made. Comments provided during 
the comment period have never been considered evidence by the agency and I would challenge 
the agency to identify a single instance where there was even a perception that a respondent 
was treated unfairly because of what someone said during public comment.  
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What are the agency’s actual reasons for moving the public comment period to the end of 
meetings? 
 
The public comment period has been moved to the end of meetings because the agency wants 
to be able to “tune out” comments made by the public which are often critical of how the 
agency is being run. The agency especially wants to be able to ignore voices that are critical of 
the agency’s ineffective and dysfunctional approach to enforcement and other regulatory 
issues.   
 
With members of the public effectively shut out of meetings, the commission will only have to 
hear and consider the perspectives offered by agency staff.  
 
What would adopting this petition do?  
 
Adopting this petition would preserve the opportunity for members of the public to have their 
perspectives heard and considered on a matter before action is taken on that matter. This 
petition would also address the agency’s stated rationale by a) allowing the chair to limit the 
overall public comment period to 10 minutes, b) allowing the chair to restrict public comment 
on a particular enforcement issue, and c) allowing the chair to restrict the amount of time that 
each commenter has to speak.  
 
Isn’t it sufficient that the agency accepts written comment prior to meetings?  
 
No. There are several reasons for this.  
 
First, written public comments are not always read before meetings. As someone who has 
watched PDC meetings for over three years now, it has been clear from the dialogue at 
meetings that the commissioners are not always able to read the written comments submitted 
beforehand. Having a short public comment period at the beginning of meetings ensures that 
the commissioners will hear the public’s concerns at least briefly.  
 
Second, the deadline for submitting written comment is the Tuesday before the meeting at 
5:00 PM. The agenda for the meeting is typically not released to the public until Monday 
morning and on occasion staff have not released the meeting agenda until Tuesday morning. 
This provides the public with anywhere from as little as 8 hours to as much as 32 hours to read 
the agenda and provide meaningfully commentary. Because of our busy schedules and filing 
deadlines it is not always possible to submit written comments by the deadline. On at least one 
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occasion, staff did not release a full version of the agenda with all the relevant documents until 
after the deadline for submitting public comment had already passed.  
 
Lastly, having an opportunity for members of the public to come to agency meetings and speak 
directly to commissioners helps foster a type of connection that is absent in the submission of 
written materials. It allows for the commissioners to hear and see commenters as real human 
beings and not simply a name on a piece of paper. It is easy for the agency to ignore concerns 
submitted in writing. It is more difficult for the agency to ignore concerns brought forward in 
spoken comments at the beginning of meetings.   
 
Conclusion 
 
The public comment period that exists at the beginning of regular meetings provides members 
of the public with an opportunity to have their perspectives heard on an issue before it is 
decided. Often, it is the only real opportunity they will have where their voices will be heard.  
 
Allowing members of the public to provide comments only after the agency’s business has 
already been concluded would serve no legitimate purpose: it would be a waste of time both 
for commenters and commissioners alike.  
 
To the extent that the justifications cited by the agency are legitimate, there are far less drastic 
ways of addressing these concerns.  Cancelling an opportunity for members of the public to 
meaningfully interact with the PDC would be a massive step backwards for the agency.  
 
Please vote to preserve the public’s right to meaningfully participate at the agency’s meetings.  



Created With Tiny Scanner



Created With Tiny Scanner



Created With Tiny Scanner



Created With Tiny Scanner



Regular Commission Meeting -
March 26, 2015

March 26, 2015 9:30am

711 Capital Way, Room 206 | Olympia, Washington 98504
Note: All times shown for consideration of agenda items (other than time of
convening) are approximate and may vary, depending on the amount of discussion
required for each.
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Discussion and possible approval of draft proposed language to amend WAC
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Preliminary discussion – Procedures for �ling complaints

Presenters - Lori Andreson
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